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From the collapse of the Kingdom of Nobadia early in
the 14™ century to the Fung con quest in the 16" there
is acomplete gap in history .It was a time of chaos and
break —up a short dark age such as always intervence
between the decay of one civilization and the birth of
another 0.G.S. Crawfort, the Fung Kingdom of Sennar,
Gloucester, 1951.
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“Caravans also arrive occasionally from Taka, across the
Eastern mountains a journey of ten or Twelve days, to buy
the same articles , or to exchange ox hides and Camels for
them. Small caravans, composed prinicipally of bisharein,
come also from Suakin , a journey of days, with spices and
piece goods, chiefly cambries. This route is not frequented by
foreign traders, from apprehension of the treachery of the
Bisharein, but if any pilgrims, Happen to be at Berber, in their
way to Mekka when one of these caravans sets out in its
return, they often take same route, in which water is found in
plenty. The usual route of the Negro pilgrims , however, is
either along the banks of the Nile, or by way of taka”
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It is supervising, on going across the wide salt from
Port Sudan, to come upon Suakin looming out of the flatness.
The white building look like skyscrapers, and although none
has more than four floors, they seem semantic, in contrast to

the empty plain. The town looks as if they have been carved
out of cheese™"’.
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"In this space there is not a foot of ground but what is
taken up with house: so that all the island is a city: and all

the city an island. This is Suakin. "
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"From Soachim (Suakin). elephant’s teeth and gold dust:

which are bought by the merchants of India”"

1 Mathews, Derek H. The Red Sea Style. Kush, Vol.1, 1953. Pls. XVII, XIX,

XX.Figs.13, 16, 17.

2 Green law, op.cit. 10.

3 Ovington,John”.A Voyage to Surat” . In Sir William Foster (Ec_p The Red Sea And
Adjacent Countries. London .University Press Oxford. 1949, P.176.
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“From this time on there is a clear degeneration of Meroitic
Power . The royal burials are poorer. brick takes the place of

stone in the construction of the pyramids: and imported objects
are no longer found in these tombs™"’
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and came back to influence their saciety.
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" No only anthropological data but also anthropologist
themselves were pressed into service of British colonialism.” In

1908. Sir Reginnals Wingate: Governor General of the Anglo
Egyptian Sudan . requested Oxford and Cambridge universities

to train candidates in anthropology for the civil service in the
Sudan. C.G. Seligman and lates E. Evans Pritchard and
S.F.Nadelc were employed by the Sudan Government with the

hope of Utilizing their anthropological expertise in
administration . Also in 1908 the position of * overnment
Anthropologist” was introduced in some African colonies
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